[Incidence of pulmonary embolism in patients with acute exacerbations of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease: a meta-analysis].
To evaluate the incidence of pulmonary embolism in patients with acute exacerbations of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Comprehensive searches as of June 2012 were performed in PubMed (1966-), Embase (1974-), Chinese Biomedical Literature Database (1978-), Chinese Journal Full-text Database (1979-) and VIP Database (1989-) for literatures on the incidence of pulmonary embolism in patients with acute exacerbations of COPD. Meta-analysis was conducted with Stata version 11.0. Among 2273 articles identified, 5 studies met the inclusion criteria (4 in English, 1 in Chinese). The total sample size was 762 patients, among whom 145 were diagnosed with pulmonary embolism. The incidence of pulmonary embolism ranged from 3.3% to 33.0%. Meta-analysis showed that the combined incidence was 15.8% (95%CI: 5.1%-26.4%). Among patients with acute exacerbations of COPD of unknown etiology, the incidence was 29.0% (95%CI: 20.8%-37.1%). There is a high incidence of pulmonary embolism in patients with acute exacerbations of COPD, especially among those of an unknown etiology. More attention should be paid to this population.